
 
 

City of Seattle  

 
July 8, 2010 

 

The Honorable Gary Locke 

Secretary 

Department of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20230 

 

The Honorable Jane Lubchenco 

Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere 

Department of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Ave NW, Room 5128 

Washington, DC 20230 

 

 

Dear Secretary Locke and Under Secretary Lubchenco: 

 

The recently released Department of Commerce (DOC) Inspector General’s (IG) report 

on the Marine Operations Center-Pacific (MOC-P) site selection process highlights the 

many significant flaws that, from the beginning, undermined the integrity of the selection 

process.  These flaws were so egregious that the entire MOC-P selection process was 

tainted. As a result, we request that NOAA reopen the process and follow its own rules 

by including existing federal facilities in their evaluation, as recommended by the IG.  

 

From the beginning, each of us expected a fair and transparent process for the selection of 

NOAA’s Marine Operations Center-Pacific. It should give NOAA pause that both of the 

government watchdog agencies with oversight of NOAA—first the General Accounting 

Office and now the DOC IG—have found the process used to select MOC-P’s homeport 

to be faulty. Yet NOAA continues to move forward with its plans to move to the Port of 

Newport. 

 

We believe the NOAA should admit its errors and do the right thing by beginning this 

entire process anew.  It is the right thing to do for the Agency and the American taxpayer. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

Rep. Jim McDermott  

US House of Representatives 

Michael McGinn 

Mayor  

City of Seattle 

Richard Conlin 

Council President 

City of Seattle 
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Jean Godden 

Councilmember 

City of Seattle 

 

Nick Licata 

Councilmember 

City of Seattle 

Tom Rasmussen 

Councilmember 

City of Seattle 

  
 

Sally J. Clark 

Councilmember 

City of Seattle 

 

Bruce A. Harrell 

Councilmember 

City of Seattle 

Tim Burgess  

Councilmember 

City of Seattle 

   

Sally Bagshaw 

Councilmember 

City of Seattle 

 

Mike O’Brien  

Councilmember 

City of Seattle 

Joe McDermott 

Senator 

34
th
 Legislative District 

 
  

Phyllis Guiterrez Keeney 

Representative 

46
th
 Legislative District 

 

Reuven Carlyle  

Representative 

36
th
 Legislative District 

Eileen Cody 

Representative 

34
th
 Legislative District 

 
 

 

Sharon Nelson 

Representative 

34
th
 Legislative District 

Julia Patterson  

Councilmember 

King County 

Jan Drago 

Councilmember 

King County 

 

   
Larry Phillips  

Councilmember 

King County 

Rob Holland 

Commissioner 

Port of Seattle 

John Lockwood  

Rear Admiral, USCG, ret. 

Director, Marketing and 

Business Development 

Todd Pacific Shipyards 
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David Freiboth 

King County Labor Council 

Rick Barrett 

Vice President 

Seattle Community Council 

Federation 

 

Jeanie Hale 

President  

Laurelhurst Community Club 

 

Lynn Ferguson 

 
 

Lynn Ferguson 

President  

Friends of Magnuson Park 

 

Irene Wall 

President  

Phinney Ridge Community 

Council 

 

John Albright 

Rear Admiral, ret. 

Director MOC-P 1992-1999 

 

  
 

Todd Irby  

NOAA Employee on Own 

Behalf 

 

William D. Barbee 

NOAA Corps Captain, ret. 

Gene Nelson 

NOAA Employee on Own 

Behalf 

 

  
 

Ray Hermes 

NOAA Employee on Own 

Behalf 

Michael Webb 

NOAA Employee on Own 

Behalf 

James Lee Kintzele III 

NOAA Employee on Own 

Behalf 

 

 
  

Richard E. Conway 

NOAA Employee on Own 

Behalf 

Joseph Roessler 

NOAA Employee on Own 

Behalf 

Joe Wall 

Former NOAA Employee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cc: Todd Zinser, Inspector General, Department of Commerce 


